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School Procedures
Lunch

If it is not possible for your child to eat lunch at home,
he or she can eat his or her lunch at school. Send the
kind of food that your child is accustomed to eating

at home although it may not be possible to heat the
lunch. The lunch should include juice or water rather
than sugary drinks like pop. Some parents also send
snacks. Write your child’s name on his or her lunch box
or container. After lunch, students go outside to play
until class resumes. School staff will supervise them in
the school yard.

Allergies

Some students have severe allergies to some foods
and will get very sick if they eat or are exposed to food
containing even small amounts of these foods. To ensure
the safety of these students, many schools do not

allow certain foods in their school. Please speak to your
child’s teacher to find out if there are any foods that are
not permitted in your school.

Absence From School

To make sure that students arrive safely, parents are
expected to call the school when students will be absent.
If your child does not arrive by 9:00 am and you have
not phoned the school, someone will contact you. When
your child is going to miss school, please phone the
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school by 9:00 am. Some schools have a message
machine for recording absences. Please call each day
that your child is absent.

Sample telephone message

“This is (your hame), my child (child’s name), is sick
today. My child’s teacher is (teacher’s name). My child is
in grade (child’s grade).

If Your Child Becomes Sick at School

If your child becomes sick or has an accident while at
school, someone will call you at the phone numbers

on the school records. You or the emergency contact
person must pick up your child as soon as possible.
Most schools have a staff member with first aid training.
If the accident or illness is serious, the school will call
an ambulance and a staff member will accompany your
child to the hospital.

Allergies or Health Problems

Tell the teacher if your child has any health problems or
allergies. If your child needs to take medication during
the school day you may have to fill out a form.

Keeping Contact Information Up to Date

When you registered your child for school, you listed
your home and work phone numbers as well as the
name and numbers of a friend or family member for
an emergency contact. Teachers use these numbers
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students belongings. Kindergarten students are expected
to dress themselves although the teacher will help students
who are still learning.

Field Trips

From time to time, the teacher will arrange for students
to visit a museum, park or a theatre to see a play. The
field trip is an important part of the classroom program.
In the days before and afterwards, children work on
material connected to the trip. The school requires your
written permission for your child to participate in a field
trip. Your child will either bring home a letter for you to
sign, or a permission form may be a part of a registration
package when your child began classes. Please sign
the form and return it as soon as possible. You may be
asked to pay an admission fee for your child to participate
in some field trips. Teachers usually welcome parents
who wish to accompany students on the field trip.

Observing Holy Days and Religious Accommodation

If your child is observing a religious holy day and will not
be attending school, please call the school in advance
to let them know that your child will be absent. The
school will make reasonable efforts to accommodate
the religious and faith practices of your family. Speak to
the teacher or the principal for more information.
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to call you about your child’s school work or in case of
an emergency. If these numbers change, please notify
the school. As you become settled, update the school
regarding doctor’'s hame and phone number.

Supervision of Students in the School Yard

Before classes begin, one or more teachers will be

in the schoolyard for about 15 minutes before school
starts. During recess your child is also supervised in the
schoolyard. Students are not supervised at other times
and you should not leave young children in the school
yard early in the morning or late after school. If your
child stays at school for lunch, the school will supervise
your child.

Dressing For School

Some schools have a dress code that describes what
students may wear to school. Most schools require
children to have a second pair of “indoor” shoes that
they are not permitted to wear outside. These shoes
stay at the school, and ensure the cleanliness of the
school. The school may require older students to wear
running shoes, shorts and t-shirts for physical education
classes in the gym. If you have a concern about your
school’s dress code, speak to your child’s teacher.
Students are expected to play outdoors at recess and
before and after school, except when it is raining. Make
sure that your child is dressed for the weather. In winter,
please ensure that students have winter coats, hats,
scarves, and mittens. Label all outdoor clothing with
your child’s name, so teachers don’t get confused about
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Moving Between Grades

When planning the classes for the next year, the school
often mixes students from different classes. As a result,
your child may not be with all of the same classmates
during the next year of school. They will not have the
same teacher during the next year of school.

School Supplies
School Supply Lists

Most schools have a school supply list they provide
families, which list the materials students will need to
bring to school for their first day of school. Many school
supply lists are different for each grade, so make sure
you are checking the correct list for your child. To prevent
confusion please label all of your child(rens) school
supplies with your child’s name or initials. At the end

of the year make sure your child brings home all their
school supplies as many of them can be used again for
the following school year.
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Teaching and Learning in the Classroom
How Children are taught

All students are unique and within a class each student
may have a slightly different understanding of a subject.
For example, some students are more advanced in
mathematics and others in writing. To help each student
make the next step in their learning, teachers design
class and homework learning activities for all students,
for groups of students and for individual students. By
the end of the year, teachers will ensure that all students
have covered the curriculum. Teachers also combine
different teaching strategies. For example, a teacher
might instruct the whole class to introduce the structure
of a story and then ask students to work in groups to
look at different story examples. Teachers find that
students are more likely to learn concepts when they
can “see and experience” the ideas being taught. For
example, young students might work with sand and
different size cups to learn about volume. Once students
have completed their activities, the teacher will talk to
the whole class about what they learned. Language
skills are an important part of each subject. For example,
in mathematics it is important to get the right answer
and to be able to explain how it was calculated.

Teachers create problems for students to discuss and
solve rather than emphasize the memorization of facts.
In all subjects, students learn how to think critically.
Students learn to sort out facts from assumptions, think
logically, ask questions, form opinions about what they
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learn and express their opinions to the whole class. We
live in a global community. Teachers design learning
activities to help students appreciate the experiences
and contributions of all peoples.

Working in Groups

Teachers sometimes organize students’ desks so that
students can easily work in groups. Working in groups
helps your child learn to co-operate with other students,
share responsibility and listen and learn from the opinions
of other students. Your child will practice his or her
English and develop skills such as how to research,
form and test opinions, take initiative, pose questions
and take risks.

Combined Grades

Some schools combine students from two different
grades in one class. In these classes, the teacher will
ensure that students learn the curriculum for their grade.
The teacher will design learning activities for the whole
class as well as for students in each grade. Sometimes
students have the same teacher for two years in a row.
This can be an advantage because the teacher already
knows the children’s learning needs and has established
a relationship with their families.

Textbooks and Learning Material
In Saskatchewan schools, students do not always have

texts and workbooks for each subject that they go
through page by page each day. In their learning
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activities, teachers use many different resource materials:
text books, library books, the Internet, newspapers,
videos and other sources of information.

Education Policies

Provincial legislation requires all schools to observe
certain policies and practices to protect children and
help them be successful in school.

Equity for all Students

Your school is committed to a school environment
where all students are treated with respect, dignity and
understanding. Equity policies ensure that there is no
discrimination because of race, ancestry, place of origin,
color, ethnic origin, citizenship, religion, gender, sexual
orientation, handicap and family status. The policies
also ensure that the above are not barriers to success

in school. If you have a concern, it is very important that
you speak to the teacher or the principal.

Grade Placement According to Age

When students register for school, their grade placement
is determined by their age, not by the grade they
completed in their country of origin. However, when
preparing learning activities, the teacher will consider
the student’s previous education.
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Reporting Possible Harm to Children

When a school staff member observes signs that
someone may be abusing, mistreating or neglecting

a child or if a student reports that something bad is
happening to him or her, the law requires the teacher to
inform the organization in your community that is
responsible for protecting children (called the Department
of Community Resources and Employment - Child
Protection Unit).

School Attendance is Obligatory

The law requires students who are between 6 and 16
years of age to attend school. If your child is going to be
out of school for a long time, tell the teacher ahead of
time. Sometimes the teacher can suggest learning activities
for your child while he or she is away from school.

Student Behavior
Code of Conduct

The school staff is committed to making the school free
of negative factors such as abuse, bullying, discrimination,
intimidation, hateful words and actions and any form of
physical violence. Your school has a code of conduct
that encourages problem prevention, peaceful problem-
solving techniques and the creation of a safe and
welcoming environment. The school and your child’s
teacher will develop rules to help students follow the
code of conduct. The rules are explained to students
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and are usually posted in the school. The student
handbook will also have a copy of the Code of Conduct.
Anyone participating in a school activity including students,
parents or guardians, volunteers, teachers and other
staff members, is expected to follow the Code of
Conduct. The Code of Conduct applies even when the
activity is not on school property but is school related.

The Role of Parents in Behavior Problems

Some changes in your child’s behaviour may be a
normal part of adjusting to a new school, language and
country. If your child’s teacher has a concern about your
child’s behaviour or relationship with other students, he
or she may contact you. The teacher will explain what
he or she is doing at school to help your child and may
have suggestions about what you can do at home.
Working together, you and the teacher can give your
child a consistent message about what behaviour is
expected at school. If you have a concern, do not
hesitate to contact the teacher.

Behaviour that Can Result in Suspension or
Expulsion and Police Involvement

With the teacher and principal’s discretion, some behaviors
can result in a suspension or expulsion. This is when the
child is asked to take a certain amount of time off from
school or out of the classroom (with the principal) or the
child is asked to relocate to ancther school.
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Some behaviours that can result in a suspension or
expulsion are:

N

+ Fighting

* Threatening

+ Swearing at a teacher

+ Trafficking in drugs or weapons

* Robbery

* Use of a weapon to cause bodily harm, or to
threaten serious harm

+ Physical assault causing bodily harm requiring
professional medical treatment

* Vandalism

+ Sexual assault

What Students Learn

The Saskatchewan Curriculum

are curriculum documents for each subject area:
English, mathematics, science and technology, social
studies, French, health and physical education and
the arts. There is also a curriculum for kindergarten.

copy of the curriculum documents.

In Saskatchewan, all publicly funded schools follow The
Saskatchewan Curriculum. It describes what students
are expected to know and be able to do in each subject
area by the end of kindergarten and each grade. There

Teachers use the curriculum documents to plan learning
activities. School office staff can tell you how to obtain a
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The Catholic Curriculum

In addition to the Saskatchewan Curriculum, students
attending a Catholic school receive instruction on
Religious Education. While Catholic schools share a
“core curriculum” with all Saskatchewan schools, they
also have another “core” which is unique to their identity
and mandate to provide an education for students
consistent with scripture, tradition, and the magisterium
of the Catholic Church.

Students Who Are Learning English

Where necessary, your child’s teacher will develop
learning activities that suit your child. Depending on
your child’s English language skills, the teacher may
change what your child is expected to learn or develop
a learning activity that helps your child learn what other
students are learning.

Special Education

Special Education programs provide extra support to
help children with significant learning difficulties or
special needs. Some children need short term help and
others have complex learning and health needs.
Children may need help because of physical, intellectual,
emotional, behavioural, speech, language, vision or
hearing difficulties or because of serious problems
interacting with other people. Special education programs
are also provided for students who are determined to
be intellectually gifted. A lack of English language skills
is not an indication of the need for Special Education.
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However, if your child is having difficulty with his or her
school work or relating to other students, it may be a
sign of a significant learning difficulty. Sometimes problems
are a normal part of adjusting to a new language and
school. Information about a student’s academic skills

in his or her first language, like a previous report card,
often helps teachers identify the source of the student’s
difficulties. If you are concerned that your child may
have a significant learning difficulty, talk to your child’s
teacher. The teacher has a number of informal ways to
assess your child. If necessary, you or the teacher can
request a formal assessment of your child.

The Report Card
Understand the Report Card

You will receive a report card three times a year in
grades 1 to 8, usually in November, March, and June.
The report card is an efficient way for you to monitor
your child’s progress through the school year, and
identify areas that may need more attention and help.

If you have concerns about your child’'s academic
progress, do not wait until the report card to speak to
your child’s teacher. Parents are encouraged to contact
the teacher at any point in the year, if there is a concern.
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How Teachers Determine your Childs Marks

Your child’s teacher will review the various aspects of
your child’s work during the term: tests, individual and
group projects, assigned work, homework, and daily
class participation.

Kindergarten Report Cards

In Kindergarten, some schools hold activity conferences
where parents come to watch their child perform certain
activities, rather than evaluate the child. There are two
periods during the year that this occurs.

The Parent Response Form

Attached to the report card is the response form. You
should sign it and return it to the school with your child
or bring it to the parent teacher interview. Some
parents write comments on the form.

Following Your Child’s Progress Between Report Cards

* Talk regularly with your child about school. You
will get a sense of what is going well and what
might be difficult.

+ Ask your child to show you samples of his or her
work and test results.

+ Read with your child to observe his or her reading skills.

- Be positive and praise his or her efforts. It
encourages your child to talk about school.

- If you have a specific concern, speak to the teacher.
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How the Work of EAL Students are Evaluated on the
Report Card

English as Second Language (EAL) students will need
time to develop their skills in English. In some cases, a
student does the same work as other students. In other
cases, a student may do work that is different from what
the other students are learning. If a student has recently
arrived in Canada, the teacher may not give a number
grade on the report card.

Parent Involvement and Good
Communication with the Teacher

Your involvement helps your child be successful

In Saskatchewan schools, parents are encouraged to
be actively involved in their child’s education and to
establish good communication with the teacher. Studies
show that parent involvement helps your child be more
successful. Good communication makes it easier for the
teacher to understand your child and helps you understand
what is happening in school. It will help make the adjustment
to a different school system as smooth as possible.

Communicating With The Teacher
Teachers know that some parents who are learning

English may find it difficult to talk to them. They appreciate
the effort you make to talk to them about your child.
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What if | Don’t Speak or Read English?

There are many ways that parents can help while they
are learning English.
+ Help your child organize his or her time to do
homework.
« Talk to your child about what he or she learned.
+ Read to your child in your first language or ask
your child to read to you.
« Involve your child in the library and other enriching
community programs.

Contacting a Teacher

Call the school office and leave a message for the
teacher. Give the school office staff your name and
number, your child’s name and room number and the
best time for the teacher to call you. Teachers can call
you during the day or in the early evening.

Confidentiality

All conversations with teachers are confidential. The
teacher will not share information about your child’s
schoolwork or family situation with other parents or
community members.

School Communication with Parents

The school regularly gives information to your child to
bring home, such as notices of class and school events,
newsletters, permission forms for field trips and
announcements about other important issues.
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Homework

Homework is one way that parents can see how their
child is doing in school. The amount of homework
that is assigned will depend on your child’s grade. All
students are expected to read each night. Your child’s
teacher will explain his or her homework expectations.

If Your Child has no Homework

= Ask your child to show you what he or she did
during the day.

» Read to your child or have your child read to you.

- Encourage your child to do a puzzle or play a
game that encourages thinking and talking.

- Talk to the teacher if your child repeatedly has no
homework.

Meet the Teacher

Most schools provide an opportunity for parents to meet
the teacher and learn about school programs. It may

be called Meet the Teacher Night, Curriculum Night or
Open House. This usually happens at the beginning of
the school year.

Meet the Teacher Night is not the best time to discuss
how your child is doing with the teacher, but you may
make an appointment or arrange a phone call with the
teacher, if you have a concern.
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Meet the Teacher will provide you with more
information on: / There may be a presentation on:

- homework expectations,
- the key rules of behaviour for students, and
- how you can help your child at home?

Solving Problems

Talk to your child’s teacher when you have a suggestion
or a concern about your child. If your child is having a
conflict with another child, speak to the teacher. Where
possible, the school encourages and assists students
to solve their own problems, but there are times when
parents should get involved.

Help Your Child Try to Solve Problems Independently

Encourage your child to speak to the teacher about the
problem. Help your child practice explaining the problem.
Remind your child that school rules do not allow fighting
or harsh language to solve problems. Reassure your
child that you will get involved if the problem isn't resolved.
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Parent Teacher Interviews
What Happens at a Parent Teacher Interview?

Parent teacher interviews are usually held twice a year, in
November/December and in March. Parents are expected
to attend the fall parent teacher interview and the March
interviews will be scheduled at the request of the parent
or the teacher. Your child will bring home a notice about
the interview. Parent teacher interviews are conversations
between the parent and the teacher about what is best

for the child. It is a good opportunity for the parent and
the teacher to discuss what each will do to help the child
succeed in school. The interviews last 10 to 15 minutes.
At the interview the teacher may explain the information

in the report card and talk about how he or she is helping
your child. The teacher will demonstrate what your child
has learned by showing you examples of your child’s work
from the beginning of the term and comparing it to more
recent work. The teacher may suggest how you can help
your child at home. Some teachers encourage students
to attend the interview to talk about their work. If there are
issues that you want to discuss without your child present,
arrange another interview with the teacher.

Parents often ask the teacher:

» How is my child progressing in learning English?

+ In what subjects is my child learning the regular
curriculum for the grade?

- In what subjects is my child receiving extra support?
What kind of support?
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* How much time should my child spend on homework?
* How does my child interact with other students?

Getting Involved in Your Child’s School
Volunteering

Schools encourage parents to volunteer for activities in
the school. Parents volunteer to accompany students
on field trips, work in the library, and listen to children
read and to help in many other useful ways. Suggest to
the teacher the names of books, hewspapers, magazines
or videos in your language or about your culture. Talk to
the teacher about what is suitable for the classroom or
the school library. Speak to your child’s teacher about
volunteering.

School Events and Meetings

Your school may organize special events such as student
performances and school fairs. From time to time,
schools organize presentations about school related
issues such as literacy, mathematics and how to help
your child succeed. These events are a great way to
spend time with your child and learn more about the
school.
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