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Introduction:  

● Rae-Mairi: (Deaf person from Sechelt BC, and recently moved to SK)

I moved from BC to SK to work as Sign Language Support Professional. In this 

position I have the ability to apply my lived experiences, and skills to bring ASL 

and ISLs to Saskatchewan Deaf and HoH Communities, as well as the 

educational settings. I was part of the Indigenous Committee who helped 

advocate and pass Sign Languages as Recognized languages in Government 

that is outlined in Bill C 94: Indigenous Disabilities and Preserve Indigenous 

Sign Languages as Languages Accessible for Indigenous across Canada. I have 

been working with Burton Bird, Alanda and other staff from SDHHS to provide 

support in learning ASL and ISLs within Saskatchewan Indigenous Schools as 

well as various Saskatchewan schools who have Deaf and HoH students. This 

also includes supporting their families with learning signed languages outside 

of school hours. My goal for Deaf and HoH individuals is to have barrier-free 

access to their rights to access their natural language as an official language 

and have the ability to communicate with everyone equally.



Introduction:  

● Alanda: (Deaf Denesuline and Metis woman, raised in Prince Albert, SK.)

I looked up to the great role models in school and camps and I ended up studying 

hard to get my college diploma to support  future youths. I understand how 

important it is to serve the community as individuals participating in charitable 

activities and by helping indigenous people in need. I have been volunteering a lot 

with SDHHS for many years and gained many experiences in the Deaf community. I 

was given the opportunity to work as a Sign Support Professional at SDHHS. I have a 

variety of duties; I have helped with the schools, and watching the students’ skills 
grow inspires me. One of the youths came to one of our services with no language 

and they had high levels of frustration. I started working one-to-one with them, 

teaching sign language in hopes of improving their ability to better share their 

experiences with us. Communication helps strengthen the bond with the youth. My 

goal is to improve Saskatchewan’s Deaf & Hard of Hearing community; it may be 
challenge, but with respect, we learn how to be a leader and promote collaboration 

within a team without communication barriers.





OUR EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH NEWCOMERS



Question...

Are American Sign Language (ASL) & Indigenous Sign Language (ISLs) languages?

Bill C-81, the Accessible Canada Act recognizes ASL, LSQ and ISL as the primary Languages of Deaf 
people, (June 2019)

● American Sign Language

● Quebec Sign Language (Langue des signes du québécoise), and

● Indigenous Sign Languages (currently 5 sign languages have been recognized across Canada) 

Bill C-91, A Act of Respecting Indigenous Language and enacts the Indigenous Language Act, which 
recognizes Indigenous language rights as Aboriginal rights protected under section 35 of the Constitution 

Act. (1982)

Signed languages are as rich and complex as any spoken language and meet the linguistic criteria to be 
labeled as languages.  
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WHAT IS SIGN LANGUAGE? 

More than 300 different sign languages in the world, spoken by more than 

72 million deaf or hard-of-hearing people worldwide.

Out of the world’s population of about 8 billion people 

How many are sign language users? 



WHAT IS SIGN LANGUAGE? 

More than 371 different sign languages in the world, spoken 
by more than 72 million deaf or hard-of-hearing people 

worldwide.

Out of the world’s population of about 8 billion people 

How many are sign language users? 



Screen Recording 2024-08-12 at 9.00.41 AM.movScreen Recording 2024-08-12 at 9.00.18 AM.movScreen Recording 2024-08-12 at 9.01.55 AM.mov

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1m-6lkFLRSncWlo753W1yN1u5pZ3DN8yc/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1oOAkI8AWMvML2-WTNxauFDPZm7BdPPjQ/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1GS772RuLjJVi-3aNIfE6uQifim-GV4lx/view






What are some elements of Sign Language?

● ASL includes phonology, morphology, lexicon/inflections, semantics, syntax, and 

pragmatics.

● ASL phonology can be broken down into 5 parameters; movement, palm orientation, 

handshapes, location, and facial expression.

● ISLs’ grammatical structures are similar to native spoken languages from First 
Nations, Inuit & Metis. Most are visually signed in a way that  visual literature to 

supports and complements their respective spoken languages. (Universal language 

among Nation people).

● ISLs are the languages once used to help nations communicate with each other, not 

just for Deaf, but Indigenous people used sign languages long before the development 

of ASL.



What are some elements of Sign Language?

● ISLs are using for story-telling, oratory and various ceremonies. Elders using it as 

well.

● ISLs (PISL - Plains Indian Sign Language) is a manually coded language.

● ISLs are growing by d/Deaf and HoH Indigenous communities across Canada for 

ordinary daily use.

● ISLs: Plains Indian Sign Language, Oneida Sign Language, and Inuit/Nunavut Sign 

Languages. The Salish Sign Language is fading and they are working to preserve it  

through the assistance of their elders. Work is also being done to preserve Metis Sign 

Language and LSQ (Sign Language of Quebec)

● The government has committed to providing long-term, sustainable funding for 

Indigenous languages.  They have established an Office of the Commissioner of 

Indigenous Language and facilitate collaboration between federal, provincial, territorial 

and Indigenous governments to deliver supports.



Remember, ASL is a Language! 

Foundation: 
ASL & ISLs have a foundation of language which to build other skills. This includes speaking 

and listening skills, as well as reading and writing skills. 

Literacy:
Using ASL and/or ISLs enable a deaf or hard of hearing child to learn to read much faster 
and with more ease. This is because early access to a language allows the child to make 
connections to print. 

Options:
ASL & ISLs lead to the option of becoming bilingual. With the foundational knowledge of one 
language, it is much easier to learn a second. Knowing two languages provide 
communication and learning options. 

Other benefits of learning:
Fine motor coordination, cognitive recognition, spatial recognition, brain development, 
increase in IQ when using a bilingual-bicultural approach.



12 REASONS TO LEARN ASL 

Easily communicate underwater 
You can talk when your mouth is full 

Understand and help end audism 
Speak right through a closed window and still be understood

Talk across a crowded room without yelling Quietly chat at the movies without being rude

Learn a language that’s unique visual spatial & gestural  Count to ten and higher on just one hand

It’s a 3D language. 3D glasses not needed! Satisfy your foreign language requirement 

It will never be too loud or too quiet to sign to someone 

Get to know some wonderful people in the deaf community! 



ASL classes



ASL classes

● Formal adult ASL classes offered by 
SDHHS’s 5 ASL instructors to anyone over 
the age of 16

● In-person: Saskatoon & Regina
● Online: anywhere in Saskatchewan
● Level 1 & 2
● 10 week sessions in Fall, Winter and Spring
● Free registration for Deaf & HoH and for 

family of a deaf child.  They are responsible 
for  purchasing the textbooks

● Community-based & School-based
● Teachers, EA & Interpreters are welcome



Example of ASL classes

Online: In-Person:



Deaf Culture and Deaf Gain

Attention Getting
Shoulder tap, Wave, 

Flickering a light switch, 

iPhone Flashing, Stomping 

on the floor.

Deaf Standard Time
Visiting for hours and still 

having a hard time leaving. 

(Deaf Goodbyes)

Window Conversations
Being able to communicate anywhere as 

long as one has eye contact. 

From the car, store, house etc.

Concrete Conversations
Typically explains situations using 

more visual details.  Tend to ask for 

more specific information.  

Can Drive and Talk at 
the Same Time

Typically explains or ask more 

specific how to communicate

Leaving a Message
A signed video message is clearer than a text message.

Physical Connection
Typically give a hug for hellos and 

goodbyes.  Acceptable hand to 

shoulder contact to show support. 

Speakers
At a dance, the stereo speakers are 

typically moved to the floor so the vibrations 

can be felt.  The bass may be turned up on 

the car speakers to feel the beat.   

Classroom/Meeting Set up
A circular setup allows for everyone to 

see each other.   

Chat Across the Room
No need to shout. The signs can be 

seen from a distance. 



MEET DEAFBLIND PEOPLE
AT BIRTH OR DEVELOPED LATER IN LIFE 

● Deaf person with low vision

● Deaf person with blindness

● Hard of Hearing with low vision

● Hard of Hearing with blindness
Pro-tactile ASL: A new language for the DeafBlind

This man is speaking a brand new language. You can’t see or hear it—it’s communicated through touch. 

For a visual description and transcript, click here: https://goo.gl/bnjvHu

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrK3P15TYU


MEET CERTIFIED DEAF INTERPRETERS (CDI)
ABLE TO COMMUNICATE FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

AMONG DEAF NEWCOMERS







SIGN SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS ARE ALMOST SIMILAR TO DI 
WHEN ARRIVING IN SASKATCHEWAN FIRST TIME 

-SET UP SESSIONS 

-HELP WITH UNDERSTANDING ASL AND OUR 

CULTURE

-HELP FOR BEING INDEPENDENT 

-



DEAF PEOPLE EXPERIENCE ABLEISM / AUDISM EVERYDAY 

Ableism refers to discrimination (in belief or practice) based on a 
person’s abilities, whether developmental, learning, physical, psychiatric 
or sensory. Ableism is a form discrimination that devalues and disregards 

people with disabilities.

Audism: Discrimination or prejudice against individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing



Reference



Our Social Media!

Facebook Instagram

Website Social Media

Handle

@sdhhsinc

REGINA OFFICE
#2343 Broad St. Regina, SK S4P-1Y9

SASKATOON OFFICE
#3-511 1st Ave N. Saskatoon, SK S7K 1X5

Phone

306-665-6575

Toll Free Phone

1-800-667-6575

Text

306-229-2010

Fax

306-665-7745

Skype

saskatoon@sdhhs.com

Facetime

sdhhsapple@icloud.com

www.sdhhs.com

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
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